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The personal, social and economic burden of chronic pain is enormous. Yet patients with chronic
pain, clinicians and the public are often poorly served by an evidence architecture that contains
multiple structural weaknesses which reduce confidence in practice. These weaknesses include
poor research governance, inadequate stakeholder engagement, poor methodological rigour and
incomplete reporting, a lack of data accessibility and transparency, and a failure to communicate
findings with appropriate balance. Research misconduct presents a further critical risk.

The central objective of our proposed network is to develop ENTRUST-PE, a novel integrated
framework for enhancing and facilitating the trustworthiness of evidence for chronic pain. This
willinvolve identifying and synthesising a range of available resources into a common framework
that supports researchers, editors and publishers to minimise threats to the trustworthiness
of pain research. The ENTRUST-PE framework will provide support for researchers, reviewers
and editors to optimise the trustworthiness of new research and help consumers and users of
research to evaluate the quality and trustworthiness of existing evidence in chronic pain.
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